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press 
statement 
FROM THE MINISTER FOR LABOR 
AND IMMIGRATION 
MR. CLYDE CAMERON 
For print and broadcast 
news media use 
IMMEDIATE 
REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT 
The Australian Government's new Regional Employment Development Scheme is designed to 
improve employment opportunity in areas of excessively high unemployment by encouraging 
local initiative in these areas to develop suitable work programmes. 
Labour intensive projects of a socially useful or economically viable nature wil l be the basis 
of the programme. 
Projects which are likely to result in continuing employment beyond the term of the project 
or otherwise contribute to permanent improvement in employment opportunities for those 
resident in the area, wil l receive particularly sympathetic consideration. 
A committee of Australian Government Ministers wil l declare the regions to be covered by 
RED after considering the level of unemployment and the unemployment/vacancy ratios 
in particular areas. 
Projects could, for example, include: 




Extension or development of cultural, social and recreational facilities and services, 
eg libraries, sporting facilities and other local interest activities; 
Limited public works projects, such as kerbings, street construction, sewerage and 
health facilities and youth hostels. Desirable projects should be both economically 
viable and socially useful. Preference would be given to those which are economically 
viable. 
While it is recognised that projects will require expenditure, for example, in materials, and 
in some instances, even capital items, other things being equal, projects wi th a high proportion 
of funds allotted for wages wil l be preferred to those wi th a lesser proportion. Recruitment of 
labour for projects under the scheme wil l be administered by CES - Commonwealth Employ-
ment Service. 
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Excluding supervisory and specialist personnel, all labour requirements wil l be drawn from 
persons eligible for unemployment benefits. 
In selecting the labour required preference wil l be given, other things being equal, to 
persons with dependants who have been unemployed the longest. Married persons 
working part-time or on short t ime wil l not necessarily be disqualified from employ-
ment on projects. 
Where a project which is expected to have a continuing viability requires for its 
execution, trained workers unavailable in the area, the training of suitable local 
people for the project may be assisted under the National Employment And Training 
system (NEAT). 
. Al l persons employed under the scheme wil l be "work-tested" for suitable alternative 
employment at not less than monthly intervals and their continued employment on a 
project at Australian Government expense wil l be conditional on there being no such 
alternative employment. This wi l l ensure that projects: 
do not compete for labour wi th regular employers, and 
do not negate appropriate retraining or desirable relocation of labour. 
General oversight of the scheme wil l be exercised by a Ministerial committee comprising the 
Minister for Labor and Immigration as Chairman, the Minister for Social Security, the Treasurer, 
the Minister for Urban and Regional Development, the Minister for Manufacturing Industry, the 
Minister for Environment and Conservation, and the Minister for Tourism and Recreation. 
Proposals for projects should be directed to the Minister for Labor and Immigration or his 
Department. Projects will be examined by a Central Committee of very senior officials drawn 
from the abovementioned Ministries, who wil l prepare recommendations for the consideration 
of the Ministerial Committee.-
Where approval of a project would involve substantial expenditure of funds, the proposal wil l 
be submitted for consideration by the Ministerial Committee; with lesser proposals, approval 
of a project may be given by the Minister for Labor and Immigration, in consultation wi th 
the Minister or Ministers directly concerned. 
I have made the first appointments today to the Standing Committees which are being set up 
in each State. They wil l consist of representatives of Australian Government Departments and 
a representative of the particular State Government. 
The Department of Labor and Immigration wil l compile an occupational breakdown of the 
regional unemployed in each area in order to determine the kind of labour available for 
recommended projects. A small highly-skilled task force wil l be appointed by each State 
Committee to make an on-the-spot assessment of the potentialities for the local projects. 
Proposals for projects that may receive assistance may emanate f rom such bodies as local 
Government authorities, community groups, special purpose groups, business enterprises, 
State Departments or instrumentalities etc. Desirably they should receive the endorsement 
of the appropriate local Government authority. 
Funding arrangements for individual projects wil l range f rom some proportion being borne 
by the scheme in association with matching funds from sponsors to those that wil l be ful ly 
funded by the scheme. Moneys wil l be made available either through State Governments or 
direct to local bodies and wil l be tied to specific projects approved by the Australian Govern-
ment. Bodies receiving money under the scheme wil l not be permitted to reduce their 
expenditure on projects to which they would otherwise have been devoting their funds, nor, 
unless there are some special circumstances, wil l money be made available under the scheme 
for sewerage or other projects being financed on a part loan-part grant basis under programmes 
sponsored by the Australian Government. 
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Wage costs being met wil l be reimbursed at the rate provided in the relevant award, determination 
or agreement. It is anticipated that the average wage wil l reach almost $90 a week. 
Where projects do not have a clear termination date (eg completing a building), finance wil l be 
provided for a specific period not exceeding twelve months. This wil l not, however, preclude 
specific extension beyond that limit. 
Appropriate public acknowledgement of the grant by the Australian Government wil l be dsiplayed 
on the project site during the progress of the work. 
Initially, it is estimated that the scheme could cost something of the order of $2 million per month, 
but as local projects are proposed and approved, this amount wil l be increased to whatever amounts 
are required to meet projects approved by the Committee of Ministers. The initial grant wi l l be 
$25 million and will be supplemented by further appropriations as necessary. 
If one takes into account taxation and the unemployed benefit of $51.50 a week which a married 
person wi th a dependent spouse would be entitled to claim, the total cost of providing employment 
to each married person would be less than $25.50 a week. 
It would be a crime to have a married person unemployed when you can provide satisfying and 
useful work of considerable social significance for that paltry amount. 
ADELAIDE 
11 September 1974 
L13/74 
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